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English is one of the subjects taught to all grade levels in Ogasawara Elementary School. The subject is being handled
by the homeroom teachers, the school’s music teacher and the ALT. Though English is a foreign language to all the
students, their motivation and efforts helped them progress and learn from each session.

Lessons provided to different grade levels target various macro and micro skills. For example, conversation activities
provided to grades 1 and 2 students target speaking skills. A 15-minute class a week allows them to enjoy speaking
English with their peers and classmates. Meanwhile, a 45-minute class a week is maximized for students in grades 3
and 4 to do activities and lessons designed to improve their speaking and listening skills. Special Education class also
enjoys a 45-minute class a week full of fun activities that help them familiarize words, phrases and songs delivered in
English. On the other hand, holistic development is the goal for students in the higher grades (grades 5 and 6). The
two English classes a week give them enough chances and time to work on building a good foundation in four English
macro skills; speaking, reading, writing and listening. Planned activities and materials also target boosting students’
confidence in speaking the language.

Apart from classroom interaction, an English corner located near the school’s entrance is made to provide more
information and exciting activities in English. Students enjoy solving puzzles, doing challenges, answering questions
and taking part in surveys posted on the bulletin board.
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